Wisconsin Prevention Network

October 16, 2007

Meeting Minutes

Members in Attendance:  Chris Wardlow, Jill Gamez, Shel Gross, Ken Ramminger, Pamela Radcliffe, Dorothy Chaney, Bob Kovar, Julia Sherman, Sue Allen, Shawn Boogaard, Pat Bero, Deb Burgess, Heather Dresback

I. Public Policy Committee

a. Beer / Tobacco Tax updates

i. The tobacco tax is one of the bargaining chips within the budget bill.  Currently it is an increase of $1.25 per pack.  Gov. Doyle wants to keep the tax, the Senate will pass the budget with it in, but the Assembly is not in favor of the tax.  Shawn B. will put together figures on the number of youth who have started smoking since the budget delay.  This can possibly be included in a letter from WPN or as a part of a press release.  This message will be coordinated with Smoke Free Wisconsin.

ii. There has been no significant movement on the beer tax due to the focus on passing the budget. Julia reports Senator Carpenter is willing to bring the issue to the Senate, but he needs a bill.  This would allow the issue to get a hearing.  It is felt that the bill will not pass in the assembly.  The tobacco tax needs to be resolved first.

b. State Council on Strengthening Wisconsin Families 

i. The group continues to meet, with no new news.  Their last meeting was October 1, 2007.  However, there was a report issued 11/21/06 regarding a family systems approach that was presented to the committee by Tom Krebe.  The link to information is: http://www.legis.state.wi.us/lc/committees/study/2006/SFAM/index.htm 

c. Proposed Batting Cage Bill

i. The proposed bill that would allow youth in an establishment that serves alcohol (without a parent) if there are batting cages is unlikely to leave the Senate.  WPN wrote a letter to oppose this bill.  This was a good opportunity to raise the issue of youth alcohol access. 

d. Appleton Ordinance

i. Brief information was shared that Appleton may be working on an ordinance making it illegal for alcohol servers to consume alcohol while on duty. 

II. State Council on Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse (SCAODA) Update

a.   Prevention Committee

i. SPF-SIG: State is looking at January 2008 to release SIG funds – approximately $50,000-$75,000 per local grant.  Priorities are:  High risk drinking ages 12-25, alcohol related accidents, death due to drug use.

III. Alliance for Wisconsin Youth Update

a. The Alliance is in the process of establishing four (4) regional centers to serve five identified regions in the state.  The centers are:  North East Area Health Education Center, Fighting Back Initiative, CESA #5, and Marshfield Clinic Center for Community Outreach. 

b. The Wisconsin Clearinghouse is a major player in providing support to the centers.

c. The Centers will support Alliance coalitions – services based on the Strategic Prevention Framework to include technical assistance, networking opportunities, etc. The priority areas the centers will focus on are those identified in the Epi-study.  

IV. Membership Report

a. Chris will work on updating the membership directory.  

b. Jill has completed the first WPN newsletter that was sent out electronically in August.  She will be completing a newsletter after each WPN meeting – bi-monthly.

c. Jill has updated WPN website.  Idea to include public policy committee information.  She will be sure to update regularly the date and time for upcoming WPN meetings. 

V. WPN Strategic Planning

a. Members expressed an interest in doing a strategic planning session to set goals and priorities for WPN.  Committee was established to pursue the planning of the event:  Chris W., Jill G., Bob K., Pamela R., and Dorothy C.  Chris will set up a teleconference for the committee to begin planning. 

VI. Financial Report

a. No report given. 

VII. Miscellaneous 

a. Youth Voice Advocates

i. Sue Allen shared information about the project.  It is still in its infancy stages, there is no role for WPN to take yet.  The premise of the project is to engage youth with adults to address issues that impact them.  This helps to build community support for youth.  If you are interested in becoming involved, please contact Sue Allen.  

b. Wisconsin Clearinghouse will hold two “Fork in the Road” trainings this fall.

c. She G. shared the Suicide Prevention Grant is going well.  They have developed resources that can be distributed and next year they will be holding regional trainings.  

Next Meeting - Teleconference

December 18, 2007

12:30 PM

